Date
Name of MP
Member for xxxx
Parliament House

Canberra ACT 2600
Dear xxxxx xxxx
As one of your constituents, I write to ask for your help in an important public health matter. I would be most grateful if you could address some questions on this matter to the Minister for Health in the forum of Parliamentary Question Time. The matter to which I refer relates to one of the fastest-growing infectious diseases in the world – Lyme disease.
One of the biggest barriers for Lyme disease sufferers in Australia is that the disease is not acknowledged by the government and so appropriate treatment is not available here. I am in regular contact with Lyme disease sufferers around Australia who have all encountered similar problems of a lack of medical treatment available for this disease. 
The questions I would like you to put to the Minister for Health are as follows: 
1. DIAGNOSIS & MANAGEMENT OF LYME DISEASE Australian health authorities, based on a 17-year-old and flawed study, would have sufferers and the general public believe that Lyme disease has never arrived or evolved here. Borrelia (the organism(s) causing Lyme disease or Lyme-like diseases, which are transmitted to humans via a tick bite) was “not found” by an entomologist-led team at Westmead Hospital 17 years ago, but has since been found by a microbiology team at Newcastle University. Further studies and research are vital to assess our current status of this disease.
If Australian health authorities continue not to acknowledge this disease, resources are not committed to fighting it. This means that neither appropriate diagnosis or treatment is available and sufferers are diagnosed with the nearest ‘best fit’ for their symptoms – either as having neurodegenerative diseases such as multiple sclerosis (MS), motor neurone disease (MND) Parkinson’s, Alzheimer’s or fibromyalgia. This costs lives, productivity and, potentially, millions of dollars in health funding.
Question for the Minister: In view of the seriousness of Lyme disease, and the potential public health impact if our health authorities fail to provide the Australian public with adequate assistance in preventing and treating it, is the Minister prepared to establish an independent working committee to set up guidelines for the diagnosis and management of Australian residents suffering from Lyme disease or from Lyme-like diseases?
2. TESTING Accurate diagnosis is crucial for the safe management of any medical condition. Diagnosis of infection by Borrelia must be confirmed by laboratory testing. Unfortunately, due to lack of recognition of these diseases in Australia, there is controversy about appropriate laboratory testing procedures for infection by Borrelia. To obtain a definitive diagnosis, sufferers must send samples overseas to accredited laboratories; this is prohibitively expensive for ordinary citizens. It costs roughly $2000 for testing by a laboratory in the US, and about $2500 for testing in Germany. 
Question for the Minister: Would the Minister be prepared to grant the independent working committee a mandate to establish appropriate procedures for the accurate diagnosis of infections due to Borrelia (i.e. infections arising from the organism(s) that cause Lyme Disease or Lyme-like diseases)?  
3. REGISTER OF TRAINED MEDICAL PRACTITIONERS Until recently, Lyme Disease and Lyme-like diseases have not been thought to occur in Australia. Therefore, patients (even with confirmed diagnosis of these diseases) and their families have found it very difficult to gain access to medical practitioners with an interest in, and appropriate knowledge to manage, these diseases.
Question for the Minister: Would the Minister be prepared to ask the independent working committee to create and maintain a register of medical practitioners, in each State and Territory, who are appropriately trained to provide appropriate care for patients suffering from Lyme Disease or Lyme-like conditions? 

4.   STANDARD OF CARE We are indeed fortunate to live in a country which generally provides excellent medical care for sick people. This care is provided independent of the economic or social status of the sick person. 
Question for the Minister: Would the Minister undertake to include people suffering from Lyme disease or Lyme-like diseases in the general provision of good quality of care that characterises our health system? If so, will the Minister undertake to establish the systems needed to provide that good standard of care by setting up an independent working committee with the objectives I have outlined?

I firmly believe that only by bringing the current lack of recognition of Lyme/Lyme-like diseases by our health system to the attention of the authorities and the public, will the many people suffering from these conditions receive the care that they deserve as citizens of this country. 
Thank you for considering my request and I do hope that you will bring these matters to the attention of the Minister for Health. 
I would be pleased to provide you with more information about Lyme Disease and Lyme-like diseases if you wish. 
I can be contacted on XXX XXXX XXXX or at the above address. I look forward to hearing from you shortly, and thank you for your consideration. 
Yours sincerely,

Name
